
 

The 
Photographic 

Historical 
Society 

JUNE 19, 2013 

 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT AND NEWS 
by Sharon Bloemendaal 

 Next meeting: Thursday, 
June 20, 2013 

at:  Barnes & Noble          time:     7:30 p.m. 
 3344 Monroe Ave. 
  Pittsford Plaza 

Guest Speaker: 
Mike Clayton 
TOPIC: Kodak’s Satellite and Airborne 
Reconnaissance Programs 
 

Our speaker, Mike Clayton, began working for Kodak in 1965 
as a systems engineer in the Research and Engineering 
organization.  This part of Kodak was involved with the various 
classified satellite and airborne reconnaissance programs at 
that time. 
 
Clayton’s first assignment, after receiving a security clearance, 
was the GAMBIT program, in particular the portion that was 

working on 
sending 
GAMBIT 
to the 
moon to 
map the 
potential 
Apollo 
landing 
sites. 
 

 

CONTACT US: 

tphs@rochester.rr.com 

TPHS 
P.O. Box 10342 
Rochester, NY 14610 

VISIT US ON THE WEB: 
 
www.tphs.org 
 
Check our Facebook page! 
 

Become a member: 
6 month free trial 
Annual dues: 

20.00 individual membership 
30.00 family membership 
Dues are payable to: 
TPHS 
P.O. Box 10342 
Rochester, NY 14610 
 

The Gambit 1 system, displayed in the 
Smithsonian. 



The Gambit-Cubed system (second generation Gambit)
taken in the clean room at Lincoln Plant on Rochester’s
west side.

At the same time, he supported the Kodak Lunar
Orbiter project, conducted by NASA, which was
sending a smaller system to map the entire lunar
surface

He continued to work on GAMBIT, and then
eventually worked in the Apparatus Division
Research Laboratory as supervisor of Applied Optics
Research.  The commercial endeavors he worked on
included the Disc Camera Program, and several
copier projects.

Later, Clayton became Director of Engineering for the
Remote Sensing Systems Division, then Chief
Technology Officer, and a member of the Kodak
Technology Council.  Before retiring in 2007, he led a
team that developed an airborne system capable of
detecting and mapping leaks, down to very small
sizes, from natural gas transmission pipelines.

Born in Lyons, Kansas, he grew up in Tulsa,
Oklahoma.  He acquired an early interest in aviation,
since Tulsa has always had a thriving aviation
industry. After receiving a degree in engineering from
the University of Notre Dame in 1962, he entered the
US Army as a Second Lieutenant, and became a
Special Weapons Officer, working on a variety of
ordnance and missile systems.

Since retiring, he has been involved with the
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), Chapter 44
here in Rochester.  A member of the Board of
Directors, he is responsible for the construction and
finishing of the 3500 square foot "Sport Aviation
Center of Western New York", at the Ledgedale
airport.  He is building an airplane for himself and is
involved with the EAA Young Eagles program, which

involves classroom instruction and free airplane
flights for young students, to encourage an interest in
Aviation, Science, and Technology.  Their program
called "Aerocamp" provides a weekend camping
opportunity for scouts to come to the facility at
Brockport's Ledgedale Airport, and camp over a
weekend, gain the necessary instruction to earn their
Aviation merit badge, and obtain an airplane ride,
with a chance to actually fly the aircraft.

Future meetings:

August 3, 2013:
TPHS Picnic at Haviland's
Join TPHS members for a picnic on Saturday Aug. 3
from 1-4 p.m. (eat at 2 p.m.)  Dick and Joan Haviland
have graciously agreed to host the picnic in their
historic mill and charming back yard right next to the
waterfall.

Bring a dish to pass.  The Havilands will provide iced
tea, lemonade, hamburgers/hot dogs, buns and
condiments and homemade ice cream.

The address is 171/2 Ontario St. in Honeoye Falls.
Please park on the street unless handicapped access
is needed.  Please RSVP to the Bloemendaal's at
585-288-6359 or jbloem@rochester.rr.com

The Pentagon, taken with the Gambit 1 system in 1967,
from about 100 miles up.



Jennifer Cisney holds an 0-gauge Kodak tank car in its
original box—a rarity

From left: Sandy Swanson with husband Martin Scott,
talks to Joy Parker next to some of Cisney’s cameras on
display.  In the background is Joy’s husband, Mike
Champlin, speaking to Jennifer Cisney.

October 17, 2013

Tom Hope will speak.  The tentative topic is “A Life in
Photography from the 1937 Boy Scout Jamboree to
the Lone Ranger to Audio-Visual History.”

He put out the Hope Report on marketing research
on the audio-visual industry from 1970 to 2002.  He
also was a motion picture cameraman in the Signal
Corps in WWII, executive producer of the first Lone
Ranger TV program, a consultant for the state
department on the Marshall plan in France, an
author, and a consultant for Kodak for 16 years.

Save the dates for our other Fall meetings: Sept. 19
and Nov. 21. We are already contacting great
speakers for these meetings. Thank you to Rolf
Fricke, Martin Scott, and others who give us leads.

Review of May Meeting

Kodak’s Chief Blogger Speaks

Jennifer
Cisney
has
worked for
Kodak for
15 years,
and is now
in charge
of Social
Media.

She spoke
on May 16,
after
rappelling
down a 21-
story
building
earlier that
day.

We thank her for an informative talk.  She reported
that of those on the Internet, 67% are on Facebook.
More women than men are the CMO (chief memory
officer) for the family, coping with the photographs.

What does a social media person do?  She provides
value to customers, listens to them, and provides
customer feedback to the company.

An example was the Zi6 and Zi8 Pocket Video

Cameras.  She heard the chatter as they commented
on the features they liked and disliked, suggesting to
the company changes for the next generation of
camera.
In fact, they held a contest to name the successor to
the Zi8 , a rugged waterproof sporty camera which
resulted in two winners flying to Las Vegas to launch
the camera, each naming a part of the new
PlaySport.

In 2012, she noted, 380 billion photos were taken. In
fact, every two minutes we take more photos than in
all of the 1800s.

Facebook has 220 billion photos.  Halloween is one
of the biggest upload days, she reported.

Flickr stores 6 billion photos

She was asked to define social media terms.

• Blog—an online journal with daily content
• Twitter—a 140-character message
• Meme—a topic that goes viral
• Hash tag—to affiliate with a certain key word or

phrase, use a pound sign to draw attention, such
as “#Believeinfilm”

• Photo bombing—a goofy face in the background
• Planking—posing in weird places.
• Pinterest—a bookmarking tool on the internet for

inspiration with a bulletin board-like/scrap book
design.

By June of 2011, 43% of people were using their cell
phone as their primary camera.  Instagram users
were 4 billion.  “The best camera is the one you have
with you!” she noted.

What’s in it for Kodak?  Jennifer asked. “We print
those pictures!”



Cisney opened the TPHS Facebook page, and many
of our members were surprised to see a photo of her
at our meeting!  Mike Champlin had taken it with his
iPhone and posted it on the site.  While there, Cisney
commented on someone else’s input.

Things photographers need to be concerned with
today are the ethics, privacy and copyright on the
internet.  “Be careful what you post.  There are no
secrets on the internet”, says Cisney.

Some photographers watermark their photos to
prevent copying.

She notes a resurgence of interest in film.  “Film is
not dead,” she concludes.

She sums it up, “If there are no pictures, were you
really there?”

BOOK REVIEW by Martin Scott

The Decline and Fall of Eastman Kodak Company

Paul Snyder has self-published Is This Something
George Eastman Would Have Done? The subtitle is The
Decline and Fall of Eastman Kodak Company.  It is
available through Amazon for about $20.  It has 179
pages, no illustrations, no tables, and no graphs
although such would have greatly helped in making the
mass of data easier to understand.  The index is not up
to professional standards, having omissions and odd
terms. (Bankruptcy, a major topic in the book, is not an
index term.)  Amazon shows two 5-star reviews of the
type that an author or his relatives might write.  There
is no information in the book about the author or his
credentials.  Internet searches yield little more.  He may
be a lawyer in Rochester, NY.

This book is very carefully footnoted with 571 detailed
references to published sources.  These are the book’s
most valuable part.  They include newspaper articles,
extracts from legally required governmental filings,
annual reports, and postings by financial rating
services.  There are no interviews with Kodak officers or
other personnel.  The author claims to have worked for
Kodak, but his position is not made clear.  The story of
Kodak’s financial doings is well told in chronological
order beginning in the early 1970s.

His statements about the few Kodak products he has
personally used are fairly accurate, but some
information about other products, e.g., Kodak Instant
Film, is plainly wrong.  If he has more extensive
knowledge of the interactions of Kodak with Polaroid,
Xerox, Fuji, and other imaging firms it is not in this
book.  His references to the film market are almost
entirely about amateur snapshot products with little
mention of the very large motion picture, commercial,
graphic arts, and medical markets.  He is rightly critical
of Kodak ineptitude in diversification, although he
misses the main reason: sending in Kodak technical
people to run new acquisitions.  He touts the excellence
of Kodak’s Retina Reflex cameras, with no
understanding of their limitations in comparison to
other single lens reflex cameras.  His descriptions of
several Kodak snapshot systems are sketchy and
somewhat misleading, as is his praise of some Polaroid
systems.

The question the author asks in the title is not really
answered.  He restates that question several times in
the text, leaving readers to answer it for themselves. He
rightly implies that many of the businesses Kodak sold
off, could probably keep Kodak out of bankruptcy
today, had they had been retained.  His assessments of
the strengths and weaknesses of Kodak’s executives
since the 1970s are accurate.

This mixture of truths, half-truths, and omissions is
hard to recommend to students of Kodak’s history, but
the references are very valuable.

TPHS member news:
Welcome to our newest members:

Carl Mautz
Bill Springer
Liz Kowaluk
Jennifer Cisney
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